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Naming and Dedicating the Fine Aris Center

‘Four former presidents of Brigham Young University had been.honored
in ‘the naming of buildings on the campus prior to the bonstruction of xthe
Fine Arts Center. Inasmuch as Franklin S. Harris had been the father of

the College of TFine Arts and also of the Department,of Journalism whichl

later was added to it, 1t was approprlate that the bulldlng de51gned tO‘
.;house ‘the College of Flne Arts and Communlcatlons should bear hls name.

Pre81dent Harris had died in 1960 and the chclce of hlsff%"““‘

?approved by the Board of Trustees before the structureawas

A formal dedlcatory program was held on Saturday, Aprll_}, 1965, somé -

.'_program fdr

was held on Tuesday, Nov. 23, 1965
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'.(V': President Smith ‘then delivered:the dedicatory address and prayer,
followed by the orchestra's rendition of the fourth movement of Brahms:!
Symphony No. 1. The benediction was pronounced by Kiefer B. Sauls,
former secretary and assoéiate of President Harris during his 24 years
in the University presidency. Durlng the afternoon visltors were 1nv1ted.

to visit the new bu11d¢ng IS dellltleS in tours hosted by chalrmen and

facultles of the resPectlve departments. As a speclal feature of the”

occa51on the Unlverslty publlshed a 96—page booklet presentlng v1gnettes

of the llfe of Pre51dent Harrls whlch Were wrltten by 18 asaoclates.
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4:famlly members, and frlends.

a_spéc;éi aédicafdrﬁ'ekhibit'of-a

During the entire month'oT:Aprii

-.'f.:was dlspla}fed in the F:Lne Arts Center

space to the palntlngs and sbulptures )

grandson of Brlgham Young and a noted
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on Tuesday, Nov. 23, 1965, nearly~eight.months.after the formal
dedication, a special program was held at 11115”a.m. in the Concert Hall
to hoﬁorgl9 individuals imn the naming of major areas:within‘the building.
Jusflpreceding the program the honored guests and tﬁeir families were
.introduqed to the student body at the Thanksgiving devotional assembly
in the George Albert Smitthieldhousé.' In:the Concert Hall Preéident

Wilkinson introduced the honored guests present, aﬂd toié of the

significant bontributions of eéch of those being membrialized'in'the,}?

"building.. All of these had been prominégt teachérs or bénefaCthE'iﬁi_i
fields of fine arts and‘communicatiqns,at B;Y}U. i Serlés of receptlgnS 
were held 15 the special areas durlng the afterﬁoon:.“.. ‘

Three persons were. honored 1n the art area of the center

H'1ous, glass—walled Art Semlnar Room on t

_1882 1970 ,who taught at.B'Y U' for 45 years

Maynaranlxon, was“namedy;n’hbnqr?ofEDeanfEmerltusaHeral'

vsecond'floor lecture hall, used;éiéo as_a reader s.theater.and»debat

_and thlrd 1evels of the ”A” w1ng were named for Robert H: Hinckley
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S B.Y.U. graduate of 1916 who*gained'prominence as co-founder of the
American Broadcasting Company and chairman of the Civil Aeronautics
with others of the Hinckley family to
Administration, .and who later joined/establish the Edwin 5. Hinckley
Scholarship Tund to benefit B.Y.U. students in communications and public
affairs.

The-MuSichepartment‘was represented by seven areas which were named

for seven noted educators and two leading patrons df'the arts.  The

1argest”grea, the 1,485-seat Cdncert,ﬂall,'was given the name‘ofaGénfif

de Jong Jr., musician, teacher, composer,_conductor,‘and dean of the

 College for 4 years, 1925 1959 The 450 seat Rec1tal Hall on the east

.Slde of the gallery =] fourth level was named for H. Franklln and Tlor nce'
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fr* Gates. Although not = téacher at B_Y.U#, Prof. Gates, 1887-1941, was
the head of music instruction at L.D.S. University and Utah State Agric-
ulturdl College and the co-organizer and conductor of the Lucy Gates
Opera Company of Salt Lake City. |
Two prominent.patrons of the érts, Wélther and EHba Mathesiﬁs, wereA.'
recognized in the finely furnishedrMatheEius Music Seminar Rqom near the -

Music Departmentioffice on‘thé:fifth floor. Dr. Maﬁhesius, firgt'presi;f;f

ent of Geneva Steel Co. near Provo, 1943 51, and hlS Wlfe, ‘an accompllshed

mu51c1an, contrlbuted substantlally to the Unlver51ty throught the MathQ

eblus Mu51c Foundatlon and had asslsted many muslcal organlzatlons and'

young mu51c1ans ln Utah.
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New Growth for the College

During fhe first half of Conan Mathews' deanship, 1959-63%, the College's
cunmulative yearly enrollments (excluding.suﬁmer termé),had}risen but
slightly, 677 to 721, or about'é'pefscent, During the same years the
University .enrollment total rése froﬁ 11,427 to 14,153 or 24 per cent.
During the second half, however, tﬁe College rolls sbared'to'l;79év ai,
- gain ofH1497per cent' whlle the Un1Ver51ty total rose to 22 470 a galn

of 59 per cent, The sharpest increase for the College came in 1963 64

When 120 majors were enrolled in:lts_new Communlcatlons Department and
whénvihéAant1c1patlon of occupylng the new Flne Arts Cﬂnter 1n the follow
ing year may have stlmulated addltlonal enrollment 1n the other depart-

"meﬁiéLaérwell;?“Z' -

AFdixthe entlre elght years of his- deanshlp, Prof Mathews saw the

College enrollment grow 165 per cent while the Unlver51ty enrollment'

grew 96 perbceht Wlth the bulk of thls 1ncrease comlng 1n the secon

half of the perlod ;tﬂgaw be apprec1ated that the Joy of entenlngvthe

Dean Mathews" ‘administratio
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Department of Communications.) In the same period the number of -
Master's‘degrees awarded in the College rose from 16 in 1959 to LO in
196".'7,1 or 150 per cént; {There Werelfour M.A.s'in‘Jdurnalism in 1959.)A
‘A doctoral program in musicology had been aufhorized by the Grade-
uéte,Councii of the ﬁniversity'in'l9581 The first two Ph,D. recipi__}’u
ents iﬁ thié.program were graduated in 196% and 1966. bNew pfogréms

for the Master of Music and Master of Flne Arts were approved in 1964

and graduates in these programs are 1ncluded in the totals clted
above. A new doatoral program in Dramatlc Arts was authorlzed 1n 1967,
Yzand the flrut degree 1n thls fle]d was awarded in 1968

As enrdllment.in the'Cdllege increased}an ";bg'academiﬁfpfqgréﬁé

e .1-oaa"’ o-f' thé’ Colleg"_
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Four other facilities which were not included in ‘the building -when
planned and constructed were acquired in 1967 through a project to
:make,use of a previously unfinished gpace extending through the second
and third levels just south of the Pardoe‘Droma Theater...Tho eastern
third of the space, whiohvadjoined the’tﬁeéter stage, was oonVthéd'mo

scenery storage. The remainder was finished to provide a secured art

gallery of about 2,200 square feet on the third level, and a néws'léb
.-oratory and advertlslng productlon laboratory of 51m11dr total floor

.space on the second level. The former offered a sultable 1ocatlon for

.Admlnlstratlvely, the Dean worked w1th a-total of twelve ch






